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A Word From the Pastor
We will celebrate Homecoming on Sunday, October 13,
2019. Everyone is invited to Sunday School at 9:45 a.m. and to
Worship at 11:00 a.m.
Our worship guests this year will be The Master’s Men.
We have had them sing at our church a couple of times over the
years, and we have enjoyed them immensely! We are blessed to
have them come and provide a service of beautiful, inspiring
music and testimonies.
After worship, everyone will be invited to join us in the
fellowship hall for lunch. Fried chicken, hush puppies, coleslaw,
and beverages will be provided. Please bring other meats,
vegetables, casseroles and desserts to share. There will be a signup sheet out front soon.
In addition (pun intended!), we will observe our annual
Harvest Offering. God continually blesses all of us, and He has
blessed us to be part of a warm, loving, serving, discipling
community of faith. Your offering, plus a little extra, will help us
continue to meet our ministry goals for this year. Thank you for
preparing to give generously.
We will look forward to seeing you at “home.”
I am His and yours,
Joey

World Communion
Sunday
We will celebrate World
Communion with Christians
around the globe on Sunday,
October 6, at 11 a.m.
Come join us!

Blessing of the
Animals
Everyone is invited to bring your
pet(s) to receive a special blessing
on Sunday, October 6 at 6:15
p.m. We will meet on the grass
lot beside the fellowship hall.

Charge Conference
Church leaders are reminded that
our Charge Conference will take
place on Sunday, November 3 at
3 p.m., at Centenary UMC in
Smithfield.

A few more dates to keep in mind: Saturday, October 5, Faith Day, Duke Football Game;
Saturday, October 19, Yam Jam; Monday, November 18, Administrative Council.
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SPOTLIGHT ON…
—a regular feature wherein two members of our church family are chosen at random and
asked to share a few fun facts about themselves. In this issue, the spotlight is on…

Cindy Beamon
Favorite food: Keith’s fried chicken (cold, for a picnic)
Favorite movie: I can’t imagine picking only one, but I can
narrow it down to The Sound of Music, or just about
anything animated from Disney.
Pet peeve: not using turn signals
Something people would find surprising about me: I’ve been to the
ancient city of Petra, where both Moses and Indiana Jones
have walked.
My perfect Saturday afternoon would include these three things: Keith,
a lake, our children
If I could have one skill that I don’t have now, it would be: to sing well
I wish I had more time for: quilting

Betsy Isaacs
Favorite food: Chicago style deep dish pizza
Favorite movie: Love Actually
Something people would find surprising about me: I’ve never
eaten a fast food burger!
My perfect Saturday afternoon would include these three
things: beautiful chilly fall day, hunting for
treasures at Goodwill, and working with flowers
If I could have one skill that I don’t have now, it would be to:
speak a second language
If I could travel back in time, I would go back to: swing dancing in the roaring ‘20s
I wish I had more time for: painting/flipping accent furniture pieces

Support Our Community!
Saturday, October 12, 10 a.m – 4 p.m.: 30th Annual Four Oaks Acorn Festival
Thursday, November 14, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.: Four Oaks Oyster Roast at the Fire Department
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The Greatest Reward
by Tyler Wood
The famous, indomitable preacher, Charles Spurgeon, once told this story in one of his sermons:
There was once a faithful, old lady who lived in a poor village. Each night, as she sat down to dinner in her
meager cottage with nothing but a crust of bread and a glass of water, she said with fervent gratitude to
God: “What? All this, and Christ too!”
Gratitude is a powerful thing. Gratitude shines light in all circumstances - in times of abundance and in times
of need. It calibrates our hearts to the goodness of God. It is a necessary precursor to joy, for without
gratitude, there is no joy. To go a step further, without Jesus, there is neither gratitude nor joy, for Jesus is
the source of all our blessings - our lives, our health, our homes, our families and friends, our jobs and
vehicles and clothes and food and pets and laughter and naps and good books and the list goes on infinitely.
We often get in the habit of thanking God for the blessings we have in this world, and this is a good and
necessary thing. But just as often, as the poor villager in Spurgeon’s sermon reminds us, we should simply
thank God for Jesus himself. We must remember that we don’t love Jesus only because of the “stuff” he
gives us. We don’t follow Jesus only for the rewards. Jesus himself is the greatest reward.
I once heard a pastor frame this truth another way by asking, “If you arrived in heaven and it was everything
you hoped it would be - no pain or sorrow or death, your family and friends were there, there were banquets
of food and pleasurable activities to enjoy - but Jesus wasn’t there, would you be content to stay?”
In a few short months, Thanksgiving will arrive and, as a society, we will gather with family and give thanks
for the blessings in our lives. However, let us not wait until then. We are all so richly blessed, far beyond
what we deserve, so let us give thanks now - not only for our blessings but for Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
our Savior who lived, died, and was raised for our sake, and who walks with us each day.
Thanks be to God for our blessings. But most of all, thanks be to God for Jesus himself, the greatest
reward.

Praying for our Pastors
At FOUMC, we’re blessed with two wonderful pastors: Joey and Tyler. In a recent article on UMC.org, Joe
Iovino wrote, “One of the best ways we can support our pastors and show them our appreciation is to regularly
pray for them. But it can be difficult to know exactly what we should pray for.” The following are taken from a
list of prayer-area suggestions provided by Iovino:
**Spiritual lives: “Pray for your pastors’ growth as disciples of Jesus Christ, as the Holy Spirit works through
them to serve your congregation and community.”
**Strength: “The work of a pastor requires reserves of spiritual and emotional strength. Ask God to bolster
ministers’ hearts and minds, especially on days when they feel weak, inadequate, or unqualified.”
**Vision: “United Methodist pastors help set the vision for their congregations. Pray that your pastor may clearly
see where God is leading your church and for opportunities for ministries to grow in those areas.”
**Health: “Your pastors’ physical health is important. Pray for them to take time to care for their bodies through
rest, exercise, and eating well.”
**Encouragement: “Pray for your pastors to be encouraged today. Pray that they might know in their hearts the
differences they make in the lives of individuals, in your congregation, and in your community.”
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Where Are They Now??
~catching up with our college students and young adults~

Spencer Stone
Current School & Course of Study: Masters of Landscape
Architecture, NCSU
Clubs/Organizations: Graduate Adviser for Rock Climbing Club;
member of the Student American Society of Landscape Architecture
Hobbies During Free Time: climbing, racquetball, hanging out with my
plants
Favorite Food: “Taco Tuesday” at Coco Bongo on Hillsborough Street ($1 tacos with free chips and salsa)
Place You’d Love to Visit: Spain, because of their amazing architecture, landscapes, history, and climbing
One of Your Greatest Achievements: Surviving my first month of Grad School
One of Your Future Goals: Appear in an edition of the Landscape Architecture Foundation magazine

Hailey Parker
Current Job: bartender at TApp Room and server/shift leader at
Melanie’s Food Fantasy (Boone, NC)
Hobbies During Free Time: binge watching HBO series, hiking,
driving, shopping, lunch with friends, hanging out with my boyfriend
Favorite Food: chicken alfredo
Place You’d Love to Visit: Asheville—I live so close and I’ve never
visited!! Would love to go on some brewery tours and see the Blue
Ridge from the other side.
One of Your Greatest Achievements: moving out and successfully never having to move back home
One of Your Future Goals: to finish college—only one year left!

“Excellence is not a skill. It is an attitude.”
Ralph Marston
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