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A Word From the Minister
Thanks,
Bazaar Helpers!
The Bazaar Committee would
like to thank everyone for
helping out and contributing to
the 2019 Bazaar and Dinner!!
It was a great weekend as we
worked together for the Lord
and for our church. Having a
successful event requires help
from everyone, and it was a
blessing to see so many pull
together to get the job done.
The money raised will be used
for various mission projects and
for church needs. Thanks for
helping make it a success with
your prayers, contributions,
service and talents!!
In Christ,
Brenda, Kim, Susan and
Kandis

We commonly greet one another with the words “How are
you doing?” The customary response is “Fine, how are you?” In fact,
we are seldom prepared for any deviation. A “not too good” can be
shocking and renders us, at least momentarily, speechless. But what
if we, as Gordon McDonald suggests in his book Ordering Your
Private World, were to ask one another “How are you doing
spiritually?”
This is a deeper, thought-provoking question that, if taken
seriously, can take us well beyond the customary and expected
“Fine, and you?” More than this, it is a crucial question. How are we
doing spiritually? How is your family doing spiritually? How are you
doing spiritually?
Advent, the beginning of the Christian year, will soon be
upon us. Advent is a season of preparation in anticipation of the
birth of the Christ child. Advent is a time to refocus our lives on the
things that really matter. It is a time to reflect, pray, confess, and
reconnect with God and His people. Advent is a time to enjoy the
wonderful events, serving opportunities, and worship experiences of
the church.
I invite and challenge us to ask ourselves, and to perhaps even
ask one another, “How are you doing spiritually?” It might just lead
to some interesting and deeper conversations. And I’ll look forward
to seeing you at the place where, by God’s grace, we can say, “I’m
doing fine, real fine!”
I am His and yours,
Joey
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Annual Community Christmas Dinner
This year’s dinner is scheduled for Wednesday, December 18, beginning at 6 p.m. and continuing until
approximately 9 p.m. As always, Steve and Kaye Stafford are in charge of this event, and they can use
lots of help not only during the dinner itself, but also ahead of time with preparation and afterwards
with cleanup. At this time, donations of beverages and desserts are still needed. Please talk with Steve
or Kaye if you have any questions or would like to help in any way.

SPOTLIGHT ON…
—a regular feature wherein two members of our church family are chosen at random
and asked to share a few fun facts about themselves. In this issue, the spotlight is on…

Toni Langley
Favorite food: It is Caldo. It is a chunky soup with
vegetables, beef and Mexican spices. It is great in the
winter.
Favorite movie: The Matrix. I love Keanu Reeves.
Pet peeve: People that enjoy killing animals and people that
profit from destroying our planet.
Something people would find surprising about me: I surprise
myself.
My perfect Saturday afternoon would include these three things: my family, a good meal and a fun game
If I could get the answer to one question, that question would be: This one is for Rufus: Who were the
ancient aliens, and were they able to fly? I know that is two questions, but I thought I would
try.
If I could have one skill that I don’t have now, it would be: I would know the magical words that, when
said, would convince everyone to love and respect each other and all life on our planet.
If I could travel back in time, I would go back to: China and destroy the recipe for gunpowder. Hey,
you asked.
I wish I had more time for: gardening and reading
If I could have dinner with any three people, living or dead, I would have dinner with: Moses, Mohammed,
and Mary
If I had a million dollars: I would spend it.

“SPOTLIGHT ON…” is continued on page 3!
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SPOTLIGHT ON… continued

Lois Creech
Favorite food: sandwiches of various kinds
Favorite movie: I couldn’t choose between these (I love dramas
with a good message): It’s A Wonderful Life, To Kill a
Mockingbird, An Imitation of Life, Places in the Heart
Pet peeve: being rushed and routinely not cleaning up after oneself
Something people would find surprising about me: Sometimes new
friends are surprised to learn I have lived most of my life in the
same house that my dad built when I was 4-5 years old. Still
there.
My perfect Saturday afternoon would include these three things: my daughter, Ashley, a good
restaurant, and a library. From the time she was very small, I would take Ashley to a library
and out to eat about every three weeks when the books were due back. This was always an
adventure we enjoyed, exploring newfound books to bring home by the bagful. The trips
always included singing in the car as we traveled. We continued this until she left for college.
It would be fun still today.
If I could get the answer to one question, that question would be: Why doesn’t everyone desire, and
seek to spread, kindness, peace and love? That would be heavenly.
If I could have one skill that I don’t have now, it would be: to be more efficient at time management.
If I were good at this I could, perhaps, learn the real skills I desire related to the arts and
crafts fields.
If I could travel back in time, I would go back to: the times of my parents’ youth to see what their
lives were like so as to better understand them and see them again.
I wish I had more time for: doing the things that are fun and interesting, yet relaxing, instead of
the sorting and cleaning that are now necessary due to my hoarding and procrastination
tendencies. Ugh!
If I could have dinner with any three people, living or dead, I would have dinner with: my mother, my
father and Jesus. There never seems to be enough time…and there are always questions you’d
like to ask and love you’d like to share.

Acolyte/Crucifer Training
Carmen Dunn will be offering training for our acolytes and crucifers on Saturday, December 7 at noon.
All children and youth are encouraged to attend, especially newcomers interested in being added to our
acolyte/crucifer rotation. Lunch will be provided in the fellowship hall.
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This One Thing
by Tyler Wood

There was once a monastery tucked away in the mountains. For many years, locals from the nearby villages,
along with tourists who were traveling through, would visit the monastery for spiritual inspiration and renewal.
Young men seeking a life of holiness would continually show up, eager to learn, train, and become a fellow monk.
For decades, the monastery enjoyed an illustrious reputation throughout the world.
But over time, visitors tapered off. Young men no longer arrived to join them. The monks there grew older;
some among them died. With heavy hearts, they decided to close the monastery. To go about this properly, they
sent a representative, the head monk, to visit an old sage who lived in solitude in the nearby forest. She was known
for her devout prayer life and was believed to share a special connection with God.
The monk went to her, spending several days in prayer, meditation, and silence, before preparing to return
home. As he packed his bag, she said to him, “I have no advice for you on how to close your monastery. But this
one thing I give you:

God Himself dwells among you.”
He thanked her and returned to the monastery. When giving the report of his time with the sage, he told the others,
“She has no advice to offer us but did say this one thing: God Himself dwells among us.”
In the days ahead, the monks reflected on the sage’s statement. Believing that God Himself might be in their
fellow monks, they began to treat each other with even greater patience, love, compassion, and respect. Wondering
if God was within his own heart, each monk began to treat himself with deep love, grace, and forgiveness, while
withholding self-judgment and criticism.
Strangely, the spirit at the monastery grew full of joy and gratitude. The monks continued about their daily
activities but with lighter hearts and smiles of contentment, knowing that God was among them. News spread to the
nearby villages and visitors began to return. Gradually, everyone in the region came, eager to see and experience
this renewal. The monks met and were in full agreement to dismiss plans of closing and to keep the monastery open.

What if we, like the monks in this story, wholeheartedly believed that God Himself dwelt among us?
If you knew that God—the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer of all things—was in the person who sits in the pew
beside, in front of, or behind you, how might you begin to treat them?
If you believed that God Himself was within you, how might you begin to treat yourself?
Notice the monks did not set out to revive their monastery. Spiritual growth & renewed interest came as a result of
their focus on God’s presence. What lessons might this story teach the Church worldwide, and our own church,
today?

“Do you not know that you are God’s temple, and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?”
-1 Corinthians 3:16
“And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
-Matthew 28:20b
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Where Are They Now?
catching up with our college students and young adults…
Murphy Williams
School: NC State University
Major: Horticultural Science
Clubs/Organizations: Ducks Unlimited Chapter at NCSU,
Horticulture Competition Team, Horticulture Club, Ag
Institute Club
Hobbies During Free Time: I like to go to the gym and
work out in my free time between classes, and I also like to
eat in my free time.
Favorite Food: Los Lobos Mexican Restaurant in Tally Student Union
Place You’d Love to Visit and Why: I would love to visit Bora Bora simply because it is a beautiful
tropical island.
One of Your Greatest Achievements: Getting accepted into NC State University because this is my
dream school.
One of Your Future Goals: To become a successful landscaper and live a happy and healthy life.
Additional Thoughts: I want to thank everyone for keeping me in their prayers as I am on my journey
through college to earn my degree. I really appreciate every single one of y’all!

O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree,
How Lovely Are Thy Branches…
by Sandra Honeycutt and Barbara Rhodes

Our fellowship hall Christmas tree was decorated
on Sunday using decorations crafted by the
children who attend Jesus and Me (JAM). We
also had help from the K-1 students and the JAM
leaders: Brenda Allen, Deedee Mizner, and
Susan Smith.
It is amazing what children can do with a little glue, glitter and a
few Popsicle sticks!
Continuing to use their creativity, the grades 3-5 Sunday school
class made angels for the shut-ins, which were delivered by the
United Methodist Women.
So, we’ve had quite a lot of fun getting ready for Christmas! We
hope you will take the opportunity to visit the fellowship hall and
enjoy their handiwork!
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