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A Word From the Minister
In Mark 4:35, Jesus and the disciples come to the end of a day, leave the crowds behind, and set sail
across the lake. Suddenly, a violent windstorm erupts. Waves of cold, dark water begin to pour into
their boat. It appears that they may sink. But then Mark tells us that Jesus is in the stern of the boat
asleep on a cushion. The disciples wake Jesus, and with panic in their voices, accuse him of not caring
that they are about to drown. Jesus stands, speaks “peace” to the storm, and the winds cease. To the
dripping disciples he asks, “Why were you afraid? Have you no faith?”
This story can speak to us in several ways. When you sail out on a journey in life, be sure that Jesus is
in the boat with you! Beyond this, we are reminded of Jesus’ power to help us overcome the storms that
occasionally blow up in our lives. But even more, how amazing that Jesus could sleep through the
storm! Jesus was able to trust in God no matter what was going on around him. He never panicked, lost
his cool, got overwhelmed, or felt that this world was coming to an end.
We, on the other hand, like the disciples, do struggle with such fears and worries. But rest assured that
Jesus is with us, and that he gives us the power to sail on with confidence, even when our boats seem
threatened with destruction. Jesus could sleep because he was storm ready. He had a supply of spiritual
energy that he could draw on in times of emergency.
Kirk Jones reminds us that Jesus was resting and replenishing his energies before he spoke to the storm.
You and I have the same opportunity on a daily basis. Many of us enjoy our morning coffee. Jones
suggests thinking of our morning BREW in a new way:
B—Be Still.
R—Receive God’s Love.
E—Embrace God’s gift of personhood.
W—Welcome the day and its opportunities to receive and offer blessings.
Our morning BREW can help us be prepared to face the storms of life with the peace and power of
Jesus. So have your morning coffee and your morning BREW. And I’ll look forward to seeing you
down at the “coffee shop” on Sunday!
I am His and yours,
Joey
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SPOTLIGHT ON…
—a regular feature wherein two members of our church family are chosen at
random and asked to share a few fun facts about themselves. In this issue, the
spotlight is on…

Harvey Eubanks

Favorite food: rice & gravy. 2nd favorite: fried shrimp
Favorite movie: Thunder Road
Pet Peeve: people that won’t take responsibility for their actions
Something people would find surprising about me: My family has a set
of twins for the last 6 generations. Also, when I was 12
years old, my family lived in the Foscue Plantation house, in
Jones County, for about a year.
My perfect Saturday afternoon would include these three things: my
daughters, Bojangles’, and a Red Sox game in Fenway Park
If I could get the answer to one question, that question would be: Why
does it take people so long to grow up?
If I could have one skill that I don’t have now, it would be: nothing—more
skills means more work.

If I could go back in time, I would go: back through high school with the self-confidence I have
now.
If I could have dinner with any three people, living or dead, I would have dinner with: Mama, Daddy &
Jesus
If I had a million dollars: I would tithe 10% and split the remainder with my girls.

Lee Barnes

Favorite food: steak (good one)
Favorite movie: Wizard of Oz
Pet Peeve: people who throw trash out the window
Something people would find surprising about me: I was born in
Texas; Dad was in the military and we moved around a lot.
My perfect Saturday afternoon would include these three things: grandkids
and family, pool, dogs
If I could have one skill that I don’t have now, it would be: speak Spanish
If I could go back in time, I would go back to: college
If I could have dinner with any three people, living or dead, I would have
dinner with: my parents, my grandmas
If I had a million dollars: I would donate money and pay off bills.
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A Message from Moses During Times of Change
by Tyler Wood
Our church is in a time of transition. As we prepare to say goodbye to Joey and Julie, we have
already begun the work of thinking about and focusing on the characteristics of our next pastor. This is
difficult work and it’s important we acknowledge how emotionally trying this process can be. If you’re
like me, you have numerous feelings swirling around in your heart—grief for Joey’s departure, joy for his
well-deserved retirement, nervous about the unknowns, excited about the new things ahead, concern for
the global United Methodist Church, and persistent hope that God will never give up on us or leave us to
figure it all out for ourselves.
This season of change brings to mind the story of Moses and Joshua. Moses had led the Israelites
out of Egypt and through the wilderness for many years. He had gone to God repeatedly on behalf of the
people when they were unfaithful. He had encouraged them not to give up when the journey was
difficult. And he had courageously guided them, drawing strength from his own deep, personal
relationship with the Lord. Yet, the time came for Moses to step down as their leader and pass the torch
to someone else.
That someone was Joshua—a brave, devout young man full of passion and zeal for the Lord. In
Deuteronomy 31:7-8, Moses commissions Joshua as Israel’s new leader:
“Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, ‘Be strong and courageous, for you
shall go with this people into the land that the Lord has swore to their fathers to give them, and you shall put
them in possession of it. It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you; he will not leave you or
forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.’”
I’m sure the Israelites felt like we do today—sad over losing their leader and unsure about the future. But
Moses, being the good leader that he was, assured them that God would be with them always. He
challenged them to be strong and have courage, to not give into fear or despair.
I believe Joey, our good leader, would echo the words of Moses to us. He has led us faithfully
because he knows God is faithful. Through his words and actions, Joey has taught us that God is always
to be trusted, for God has never broken a promise. Yes, change is coming—big change—and it’s
important that we affirm any worries or concerns we have as natural responses. But we must not remain
there. There is too much to be excited about!
God will send the “Joshua” we need. And just as the greatest days of Israel were ahead of them (it
would be Joshua who would soon lead them into the long-awaited Promised Land), I hope and believe
the best days of Four Oaks United Methodist are ahead of us. So do not fear. Do not be dismayed. Be
strong and courageous, for we serve the same God of Moses and Joshua, who always has been and
always will be faithful to his people.
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Finance Team: Update for the Congregation
4th Quarter, 2019

Please take a few moments to review the Financial Update slides for calendar year 2019. Despite some
generous year-end large donations, we fell shy of our contribution target by a little over $5,000, which is approximately
3% below our budgetary goal. Thankfully, our expenses were approximately $5,000 below projections, so on the whole
the year ended nearly even. We fully met our apportionment obligations for 2019.
Please take note of the specified areas of contribution and the net positions relative to the end of the previous
year. The Building Fund is down considerably due to installation of new monitors as well as the boiler removal
project. JAM is down due to the new chairs purchased in our children’s area.
The Finance Team is grateful for the continued generosity of the FOUMC congregation. Every year is tight
financially, but year after year, you come through to make ends meet. That being said, consider this: when was the last
time you increased your unit of giving? For non-tithers, a small 5% increase in donation amount may be nearly
unnoticeable on a weekly basis, but compounded across the congregation and added up for 52 weeks, that small amount
translates into the church easily meeting its goals, responsibilities, and priorities. Just a thought for your consideration.
The Finance Team thanks you and looks forward to another good year in 2020.
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UMW INVITATION TO ALL AND UPCOMING YARD/ACCESSORY SALE
We would like to invite all women to come and join us in 2020!! It is a great way to
connect and get to know each other better, and we always have an awesome time
together as sisters in Christ. We go on outings together, but we also serve together in
many areas of mission and outreach. Please consider joining us or reconnecting with us
if you have been unable to join us recently.
Our first meeting for the year will be on February 16 immediately following church.
Lunch will be provided for everyone. We are hoping this meeting time will be more
convenient for you, since we are already at church. We will eat and fellowship together,
share a short time of devotion and make plans for 2020.
On Saturday, March 7, UMW will have an ACCESSORY/YARD SALE in the
Fellowship Hall from 8-1. PROCEEDS FOR THE SALE WILL GO TO OUR
GENERAL FUND. PLEASE DONATE ANY ITEMS YOU HAVE FOR THE
SALE AT THE DESIGNATED AREA IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL
BEGINNING FEBRUARY 24. Please also plan to come and shop with us on March
7. We will be selling any items from jewelry and handbags to furniture. Please help us
make the sale a success!!! THANKS in advance!!
Love in Christ,
Four Oaks United Methodist Women
“And let the peace of God rule in your hearts,
to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful.” Colossians 3:15

Mark Your Calendar:
Sunday, February 2: Immediately following worship, we will have our annual Souper Bowl of
Caring soup and sandwich lunch in the fellowship hall. Proceeds raised will benefit Backpack
Buddies and the Christmas Community Dinner.
Sunday, February 9: An usher/greeter breakfast and training is scheduled for 9 – 10 a.m. in the
fellowship hall.
Sunday, March 29: Articles for the April/May issue of “The Good News” are due to Kathy
Westbrook.
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